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Premise

The notion of a nation and sovereignty was established around 16th Century when European States wanted to 
end decades of war to sign a treaty and followed the principle of territorial integrity. Years of war and 
destruction of humanity had convinced the leaders to look for a permanent resolution. Since then proponents 
of world government have been offering distinct reasons for why it is ideal of political organization to have a 
single governing body. It has been argued by philosophers that there might be an ultimate solution for dealing 
with issues faced by all the countries together at large. 

Humanitarian crisis, climate change, natural calamities, terrorism, pandemics and economic meltdowns, 
are only some of the issues in a pool of crisis that could be solved better with a global involvement on a 
common ground. 

In a world with diversity of billions can a single entity address it all?
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Img 1: World in conflict - 18th and 19th Century

Vast advances in technology and science should let us insure our people against sickness, unemployment and the hazards of 
old age; lace the nation with 200-m.p.h., triple-tier highways and fill the skies with more comfortable, faster, perhaps supersonic 
air transports; build churches, schools, art galleries, lecture halls, libraries for everyone. Certainly power by nuclear fission will 
accelerate the most productive economic machine in world history. Nations will no longer be driven by hunger to overwork their 
soil and pillage other natural resources.

Thus, it is conceivable that we will have the time and the energies to attain the greatest of all goals — happiness — with values 
in art, music, culture, craftsmanship, intellect, and above all, in human relations. Without resolution of this issue—human 
relations on a world scale—productivity will mean little, for it will be devoted to only one ultimate weapon after another.

It seems to me that no atomic war will occur. We shall, indeed, work our way slowly, with much difficulty, through successive 
phases of “cold war” and uneasy peace arrangements, toward a world authority strong enough to establish and keep 
international order. This has been a dream for many men through the centuries. It now becomes a political necessity, the 
means of survival.

Whatever shape your world may take in the year 2000 A.D., we can all be fairly sure that it will be one world. Whether through 
war or through peace, the nations fifty years from now will have learned to enmesh their sovereignties into a single supreme 
authority. They will have learned to do so because, difficult as it may seem now, no other alternative exists. One world or none 
at all is the choice.

If we examine the hateful and (to my mind) improbable possibility of war—atomic war between the great powers—we see that 
one or the other side must be destroyed. The A-bomb, the guided missile, bacteria weapons, make limited wars for limited 
objectives impossible between great powers. These powers are too powerful, and they have weapons, which once used, would 
lead into a completely unknowable future. If, however, anything survived, it is certain that one power alone (either the United 
States or the Soviet Union) would impose its version of world order upon the ruins. That single-power world is profoundly 
undesirable, because civilization will have been sacrificed to attain it. Barring war then, or a great depression, we can see that 
the next fifty years offer a tremendous prospect— and challenge. It is a fact that by increasing our production by only a tenth 
above normal expectations, the U.S. can provide enough to bring every American up to minimum living standards.
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Will it happen?

The concept of “One World” began with the idea of having a supreme power that controls all under a single 
political authority. So far it has not yet existed in human history but has been a farsighted ambition of ancient 
rulers to conquer the world to rule, although it was not aimed at the greater good but power. 

A political agreement on a scale this large would be one of the biggest challenges to overcome. A gradual 
dissipation of power and ideologies can be expected in the realist approach, where the sovereign states have 
joined powers, to share knowledge and move ahead together. 

The possibility of a future where society is completely reshaped, owing to the adversities of the planet, or with 
an intent to create a harmonious world that abolishes war has been envisioned by authors (Vincent Shean), 
leaders (Jawaharlal Nehru), Scientists (Albert Einstein) in different contexts. A utopian world that is 
homogenous to all classes/sects/divisions of society can probably eradicates the possibility of conflicts. 

Being part of such a world would be a gateway into rebuilding the society and its systems, with a prerequisite 
of what has already occured in the past 10,000 Years.
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Img 2: A possibility of Utopia on planet earth when countries join hands - Instead of conflict.

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/one-world-government-and-the-war-of-tomorrow-19943528/
https://ris.org.in/sites/default/files/Nehru%20and%20the%20Concept%20of%20One%20World%20_Final_.pdf
http://www.openculture.com/2017/09/when-albert-einstein-championed-the-creation-of-a-one-world-government-1945.html
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Why not?

Ideas of world government constitute exercises in utopian thinking. While exploring the obstacles in 
conceiving the concept, one may ponder on the reasons as to why such a vision may not feasible or desirable: 

Infeasibility: A realist argument on forming a one world government holds that it is infeasible. It is also feared 
that the claim to authority and hierarchy of such an institution would be questionable accumulating power in 
with single entity creating a massive disparity. 

Undesirability: In case the “World Government” comes into play it may be so strong and pervasive that it 
creates a homogenous environment, obliterating distinct cultures and communities that are intrinsically 
valuable. The institution of a world government would thus destroy the rich social diversity that animates 
human life (Michael Walzer 2004)

Can One World overcome this? 
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Img 3: A concept illustration depicting disagreements with the idea of a global government.
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Brief

The need for an a common governance is debatable today and yet indispensable for the future. If we consider 
a contemporary idea of world built under technological advancement, a distant future of multi-planetary 
civilizations will invariably require a single form of representation. Humanity and the culture it breeds would 
have also advanced accordingly in this course. A generous power distribution would then be an idealist 
approach. 

Brief: The challenge here is to conceive a parliament for the utopian world, based in the near future. It would  
accommodate the results of a balanced thinking where the current calamities have been vanquished by 
human intelligence and we are now looking at more universal and cosmic challenges. This can be believed to 
be established in the next 50 years since technology is expected to grow even faster than the current pace. 

Imagine if “Parliament of the World” is able to equalize power and regulations, evading the fear of cultural 
homogeneity. If this is achieved then how does architecture and its design reflect on the structure?
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Img 4: The galactic senate visualized in Star Wars - Artwork by: Romain Meineux
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Objectives
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The following objectives can be a point of beginning 
to conceive this design. Participants can assume 
their own contexts and users before initiating their 
design process.

Brief : The  Parliament can be designed as an 
initiation into one world, it would be one of the first 
steps towards its idea and execution. The social 
structure of such a world have to be conceived by the 
participants themselves to arrive on the design 
outcome. Programmatically the structure must 
convene a space for meetings of world leaders, 
libraries, conference halls etc.  

Universal Visionary

Timeless Function

Design must be unbiased to 
one culture/architecture 

style

The induced design must 
address how the future 

societies would be structured  

The structure must be iconic 
and timeless.

A conceptual description 
of how the parliament 

would function.
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Zurich, Switzerland  
The sovereign state of Switzerland  is one of the most developed countries in the world.  It ranks at or near the top in several international metrics, including economic competitiveness 
and human development. Zürich, Geneva and Basel have been ranked among the top ten cities in the world in terms of quality of life, with Zürich ranked second globally. Swiss 
neutrality is one of the main principles of Switzerland's foreign policy which dictates that Switzerland is not to be involved in armed conflicts between other states. This policy is 
self-imposed, permanent, and armed, designed to ensure external security and promote peace. It has the oldest policy of military neutrality in the world and has not participated in a 
foreign war since its neutrality was established by the Treaty of Paris in 1815. Its long lasting policies have make it an ideal location for constructing “One World” Parliament of the 
future. 
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Img 5: Switzerland Flag amidst the Alps

https://www.history.com/news/why-is-switzerland-a-neutral-country
https://www.history.com/news/why-is-switzerland-a-neutral-country
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Site Plan
The site chosen for this project lies in the outskirts of District 2 of Zurich which is a part of the city’s urban sprawl. It sandwiched between 
Zurich’s major highways (Allmend Road) and Sihl River on either side. The site is divided into parts for development of the parliament in phases, 
depending on the structure of governing body that is formed. The portion of site marked in red is to be taken for the first phase of development 
of “One World Parliament”, keeping the remaining plot for future phases. This structure is expected to be an icon of a new era seasoned with 
architecture of the future. The evaluation will primarily focus on Phase 1 only. 
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Site Area: ~ 50,082 m2

Site coordinates: 47°20'59.6"N 
8°31'10.7"E
Max. Ground Coverage: 25% 
(With respect to Phase - 1)

Img 6: Site Plan

SITE
PHASE - 1 

PHASE - 2 

https://www.google.com/maps/place/47%C2%B020'59.6%22N+8%C2%B031'10.7%22E/@47.3499006,8.5174543,765m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m14!1m7!3m6!1s0x47900b9749bea219:0xe66e8df1e71fdc03!2sZ%C3%BCrich,+Switzerland!3b1!8m2!3d47.3768866!4d8.541694!3m5!1s0x0:0x0!7e2!8m2!3d47.3498967!4d8.5196434
https://www.google.com/maps/place/47%C2%B020'59.6%22N+8%C2%B031'10.7%22E/@47.3499006,8.5174543,765m/data=!3m2!1e3!4b1!4m14!1m7!3m6!1s0x47900b9749bea219:0xe66e8df1e71fdc03!2sZ%C3%BCrich,+Switzerland!3b1!8m2!3d47.3768866!4d8.541694!3m5!1s0x0:0x0!7e2!8m2!3d47.3498967!4d8.5196434
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Submission

You have to deliver an architectural outcome on the following site, based on the given outlines. 

• Recommended number of boards/presentation images/sheets - 6 (Six) – Size [ 2362px x 3544px ] or [ 400mm x 600mm 
in 150 dpi] in portrait digital format (JPEG only). Minimum 3 (Three) & No maximum sheet limit.

• Each image should be less than 15MB. (Do not submit PNG format)

• You can find the preset PSD, AI and INDD template files in the ‘additional resources folder’ and here. 

This is available on your registered account after registration.

This additional resources folder contains: FAQ Questions, High Res maps, Sketchup Model of the site and CAD file of the 
site plan. 

Minimum requisites are sheets/boards + Cover image containing:

• Site plan (Compulsory)
• Key conceptual sections x 1 (Minimum)
• 3D views x 4
• Cover image/Thumbnail of size 2000 x 1000 px or larger in aspect ratio 2:1.
• Floor plans, images, sketches (if any) can be added to support the entry in the form of additional images.
• Answer 6 FAQ questions in the discussion section as given on the ‘additional resources folder’.

------------------

+ The team limit for this competition is 4 members maximum.
+ Use exploded views to discuss multi levelled conceptual models better.
+ Ensure that the final sheets which are submitted do not include your name or any other mark of identification.
+ Mention sheet number on corner of every sheet.
+ This is a design ideas challenge only. There is no built commission/realization is associated with the problem
+ Plagiarism of any idea / form / design / image will be disqualified with a notice.

Registration page here: http://competitions.uni.xyz/one-world

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1msGAOGYAwt65kjE41iO-MscQEnpE5pCA/view
http://competitions.uni.xyz/one-world
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Rewards
Grants of up to a total of 20,000$ can be 
won on this challenge. Learn more about the 
full conditions on the competition page here.
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(Ad) Competitions.uni.xyz

 

Design what you always dreamt of.
And challenge the world while doing it. 

Uni hosts a series of design challenges with topics that expand your portfolio in very unique ways. The subjects come 
from a wide range of ideas that are multi-disciplinary and span to various professional levels. These competitions are 
organized are open for all disciplines. Click here to discover about these. 
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Judging 
Criteria

The entries will be judged by an international jury of the competition on the following criterions:

Presentation
The fundamental to a good 

entry is a good presentation.

Concept/Idea
Quality of thought and 

intent in pre-design phase.

Spaces/Programme
How the spaces are 

calculated and ordered. 

Design Output
The final architectural 

outcome of the solution.

The judging panel can also add other criterions based on their internal discussions - which will 
be in line with the problem statement. Participants are advised to fulfil above given criterions 
first in their design. 

http://about.uni.xyz/subscription.html
http://competitions.uni.xyz
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About :

Hybrid Futures is a unit block for UNI in the field of Architecture that covers the field of near future 
architectural thought. It intends to break the barriers of design ideologies that are short sighted and aligns 
itself to futuristic thought. This arm of Uni banks on growing technological advancements to frame 
architecture in the megacities of tomorrow. It is a research initiative dedicated to providing opportunities for 
designers from all domains to explore ideas that go beyond the boundaries of architectural discipline and 
enrich our built environment; thereby opening up possibilities for promotion of design thought process at a 
global level. 

Queries: support@uni.xyz 
Discover other competitions: http://competitions.uni.xyz 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/unidesigntogether/ 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/uni.xyz/ 
Discover FAQ’s about this competition on our  help forum here: http://help.uni.xyz/

http://competitions.uni.xyz
https://www.facebook.com/unidesigntogether/
https://www.instagram.com/uni.xyz/
http://help.uni.xyz/
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Imagining parliament for a unified world.

https://competitions.uni.xyz

Available on:

http://about.uni.xyz/institutionalaccess.html

